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CEO Update 

 

Hello Community, I am pleased to 

write for the first time in the 

Rumbalara community newsletter. 

My name is James Atkinson I am the son 

of Watson and Patricia Atkinson of Mooroopna.  

 

I am your new CEO I have been in the position for 

twelve weeks and have started to become familiar 

with the operations and activities of the organisation 

as they currently stand and have begun to review our 

organisation. 

 

I have spent my time meeting many stakeholders and 

community members and getting to hear some of the 

issues and some of the achievements in our 

community. 

 

We at Rumbalara are committed to making a 

difference for our community and ensuring the 

programs offered by our organisation are supporting 

the needs of all our community. 

I am fortunate to have been involved in a number of 

activities when commencing in the role of CEO, in 

particular NAIDOC week in which Rumbalara did 

hold three events;  NAIDOC Flag Raising, 

Rumbalara Elders Luncheon, Rumbalara Family Fun 

Day. 

 

These events were well attended and it was good to 

see families and community members in attendance. 

A big thank you to the NAIDOC Committee, 

Volunteers and all of the Rumbalara staff for their 

commitment to a successful NAIDOC week.    

 

We know there is more to do and we will work 

together with you to ensure greater awareness 

engagement and support both now and into the future 

for our community. 
 

Administrator Update  
 

I advise that the Registrar of Co-operatives has 

decided to appoint a new Board of Directors of RAC 

pursuant to his powers under the Co-operatives 

National Law. 

 

This process will be totally independent of myself 

and the RAC management. 

All application will be assessed by an independent 

panel appointed by the Registrar. 

 

Applications for Nomination as a Director of RAC 

(see form attached) can be obtained from the 

following: 

Davidson Website: 

https://www.jobs.davidsonwp.com/community-and-

sports-jobs/rumbalara-aboriginal-cooperative-board-

director-expression-/2012352  

 

Seek: https://www.seek.com.au/job/37162104  

  

Application must be lodged by no later than close 

of business on Friday 5 October 2018. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process you 

can call me on (03) 9670 8700 or Mr David Betts of 

the Registrar’s office on (03) 8684 6212  Regards.  
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Service Area Updates 
 

Positive Aging & Disability 

Rumbalara’s Elders Facility has entered a program 

called “Bringing them together through ART” into 

the Pick My Project national community grants 

initiative.  The aim of the program is to bring all 

generations together through participating in art.  

Voting closes on September 17th.  If you would like 

to vote please go to our Face Book page and follow 

the link. 

 

Rumbalara Elders Facility is a semi-finalist in the 

Prime Super Employer Excellence in Aged Care 

Award.  Final judging 

will take place on 

Wednesday 29th August. 

 

 

Recently Uncle Ron 

Thompson donated a 

piece of his artwork to 

GV Health Children’s 

Ward.  GV Health were 

honoured to receive the 

artwork which will 

hang proudly.  
Figure 1– Uncle Ron Thompson With Nurse Emilia Morris Nurse-in-
charge. 
 

Health & Wellbeing 
 

Over the past few weeks Health & Wellbeing 

Services has been quite busy, with some successful 

soup days along with a cardiovascular workshop.  

 

Victoria Atkinson helped the Chronic Care team 

arrange a successful healthy soup day on Friday 22nd 

June 2017. Surveys were filled out based about 

gambling harm and financial capabilities. We hope to 

use these surveys in further events to gain a better 

perspective and build a profile on the local 

community. 

 

CVD (cardiovascular) workshop was held on Friday 

22nd June involving clinical staff and the Heart 

foundation from Melbourne and Adelaide. Elders 

were invited to attend to engage and share their ideas 

regarding educating community about Heart Health.  

 

The day was successful and provided a very 

comprehensive and constructive collaboration of life 

experience and ideas for connecting and engaging 

with community about their Heart Health. 

 

Gamblers Help staff organised a soup day on 

Wednesday 4th July where community and staff were 

able to access free soup if they fill out a short and 

anonymous survey about gambling harm within our 

community.  

 

Healthy Lifestyles/Chronic Care teams joined 

Empowered Woman, Children and Families to attend 

the Child First Alliance National Families Week 

event at St Georges Rd Primary School. 

It was a big success! 

 

We would like to congratulate 

Andrea Whyte on completing 

her Certificate IV in Oral Health 

Promotion. Andrea is a long 

standing member of the dental 

team and has been dedicated to 

providing the best oral health 

outcomes for the community. 

Figure 2 – Andrea Whyte Andrea’s new qualification will 

allow her to provide health promotion and education 

to clients and groups. 

Well done Andrea! 

        

If you are interested in conducting an oral health 

education session, please contact: 

tracey.hearn@raclimited.com.au 

 

The dental clinic has been very busy over the past 

months and we are delighted to see that most clients 

are attending appointments and completing their 

dental treatments. 
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The dental van has increased its services and is now 

providing clinics at Echuca, Bendigo, Seymour, and 

Cummeragunja. We will be commencing services in 

Kyabram in the near future. 

DENTAL CHECK-UPS SHOULD BE COMPLETED EVERY YEAR.  IF 

YOU HAVE NOT HAD A CHECK-UP IN THE LAST TWELVE MONTHS, 
PLEASE CALL 5820 0080 TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT. 

 
ALL CHILDREN SHOULD HAVE THEIR FIRST DENTAL 

CHECK AT THE AGE OF 2 YEARS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Family Services 
 

We are recruiting for many of our program areas, 

and have advertised the available positions.  We are 

busy working with the transition of Carers from 

Berry Street to Rumbalara.  We are planning to hold 

a Carer’s dinner/ lunch sometime in the coming 

months.  We are also seeking casual staff to support 

the Target Care Package program, advertising will 

occur in the coming weeks. 

 

We are looking forward to celebrating our Bush 

Kinda Jamboree in the coming weeks. 
 

Empowering Women Children & Families 
Services 
 

With another school term wrapped up, the Nangarna 

Homework Club kids did a fantastic job both at 

school and at the club, kicking goals and learning 

tonnes. 

 

Throughout the term, students also learnt about the 

history of the Flats, listening to the stories as told by 

Aunty Marlene. Thank you Aunty Marlene. 

 

During the last week of the school term, the students 

were busy finishing off any last minute homework, 

making rumballs and having some fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Girls going for a walk and a yarn out bush. 

 

Justice, AOD & Family Violence Services 
 

We welcome Marie Murphet to Rumbalara who is 

our new Executive Manager of Justice, AOD and 

Family Violence.  

 
Justice, AOD and Family Violence programs, have 

now joined and merged together to provide a more 

solid wrap around model of care and treatment.  
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We have a couple of staff vacancies and will begin 

recruiting soon. Congratulations to the team and 

their warm welcome to their new Executive 

Manager.  

 
Below is a list of Justice and Family Violence 

programs, currently running at Rumbalara. 

 Monday 11am – 2pm:  Women’s family 

violence group (fortnightly). 

 Tuesday 9am – 2pm:  Women’s justice 

mentoring program (weekly). 

 Wednesday 9am – 2pm:  Men’s justice 

mentoring program (weekly). 

 Friday 11am – 2pm:  Men’s family violence 

group (fortnightly). 

 Night Patrol operates weekends from 10pm – 

2am Friday and Saturday nights. 

 
We look forward to relocating to Shepparton to 
provide easier access to clients. 
 
Thanks Lynne, Kye and Ngu Banuth for their 
assistance, official opening will be coming soon.   

 

Programs will continue as normal out of the Men’s 

shed and the Harmony Centre on the Mooroopna site 

as scheduled. 

 

 

Corporate Services 
 

With June 30 behind us, the Finance team have been 

busily engaged in wrapping up the results of the 

financial year, processing all outstanding payments 

and reconciling outcomes while 

 

The HR team have been busy finalising all our 

payment summaries and getting them distributed to 

staff. 

 

Looking ahead there are a number of vacancies being 

advertised across the organisation which will see a 

number of new employees joining the organisation. 

 

Assets, Infrastructure & Risk  
 

We welcome Steve Bowmaker to Rumbalara who is 

our new Executive Manager of Assets & 

Infrastructure.  

 

Staff Profiles 
 
Name:  Steve Bowmaker 

 

My Birthday is on: 11th August 

 

My Star sign: are you kidding?  I had to look it up - 

its Leo. 

 

I have one younger brother, Cal.  He runs IT for a 

school in outer Melbourne and unlike me, is a bit of 

a thrill seeker – fast motor bikes, diving with sharks, 

that sort of thing. 

 

I am employed at Rumbalara as the Executive 

Manager – Assets, Infrastructure and Risk which also 

includes Housing, IT and looking after our vehicle 

fleet. 

 

My favourite Hobbies are: 

Old cars – I have two USA built Fords from the 1960s 

which I maintain, modify and drive and a 1952 Ford 

Pickup that I am building from scratch in my shed.   

Local Footy and Netball for the mighty Dookie 

United. 

Learning about French culture and language. 

House and furniture restoration. 

Spending time with my family – I have 4 adult 

children, two sons who are already married, Sam and 

Jack; a third son Charlie and a daughter Daisy. 

 

My favourite food is curry – happiest when eating 

Thai or Indian food. 

 

My favourite movie is “Dead Poets Society” – it 

shows the influence that one person can have on a 

group if that person captures their imagination and 

inspires them to be better people.  
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I would like to travel to the Kimberley, Southern 

Spain and Portugal, not all in one trip. 

 

First concert I ever went to was when I was working 

a doorman at the Bristol Hippodrome Theatre in the 

UK in the late 70s or early 80s.  It was “Hot 

Chocolate” who I thought were going to be so uncool.  

From the opening song, everyone was out of their 

seats and dancing.  The band invited all the theatre 

staff to their after party which was wild. 

 

Music I like to listen to – anything my son Charlie 

writes, performs or recommends I listen to.  He is a 

muso studying Musical Performance in Melbourne 

and he is extending my musical appreciation! 

 

I look forward to being a grandfather – by the time 

this article is published, our first grandchild will have 

arrived – very exciting. 

 

My words of wisdom are:  “Throw yourself into the 

deep end - it’s where the real fun starts”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 4– Steve’s Car 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Yasmar Lovett 

 

My Birthday: is on 5th January turned 40 this year. 

 

My Star sign is: Capricorn.  

 

I have: 8 siblings (1 sister & 7 Brothers) biggest 

mob! 

 

I am employed at Rumbalara as: Co-ordinator of 

Communications have been at Rumba for 14 years. 

 

My favourite Hobbies are: Travelling swimming 

and going on random road trips. 

 

My favourite food is: Thai or any type of Asian food. 

Love Italian food too. 

 

My favourite movie: Taken 1, 2 & 3 every night of 

the week, but give me a Horror movie anytime! 

 

I would like to travel to: Everywhere, and travel first 

class on emirates to Dubai with my family and friends 

 

First concert I ever went to: New Kids on the block, 

this is shame lol 

 

Music I like to listen to: Old School RnB, depending 

on the mood, can switch to Country and Rock as well. 

 

I look forward to: travelling overseas with friends 

and family 

 

My words of wisdom are: “Tell the truth, or 

someone will tell it for you” 
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Name: Natalie Visentin 

 

My Birthday is: on 3rd August  

 

My Star sign is: Leo 

 

I have: 1 sibling – older brother  

 

I am employed at Rumbalara as: Communications 

Officer 

 

My favourite Hobbies are: hanging out with friends 

& going on road trips.  

 

My favourite food: is Mexican or any food LOL 

 

My favourite movie: Transformers with my sons   

 

I would like to travel to: Bora Bora, Venice & 

Thailand  

 

First concert I ever went to: Never been to concert 

except the Groovin The Moo Festival back in 2011.  

 

Music I like to listen to: any 

 

I look forward to: bed time LOL 

 

Favourite Quote: “Long story short I survived”.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAIDOC Photos 
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